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The Ramsar Convention (Anon, 1971) has defined wetlands as areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters. In an urban biodiversity, wetlands form an important area in supporting species diversity and to regulate the ecological web. Survey of waterbirds on urban wetlands received very little attention. Although most urban wetlands are considered to be extremely polluted areas, they still attract a large number of winged visitors.
Study Area: Singanallur lake (10 0 59'46"N & 77 0 01'11"E) is one of the biggest lakes in Coimbatore city. Coimbatore is situated on the banks of river Noyyal and the foothills of the Western Ghats of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve at an altitude of 411m and an area of 254km 2 . Climate is of mild winter and moderate summer and a rainfall of 61.22cm annually with a peak during September-November. The length of the bund of Singanallur lake extends to 3102m and water spread area of 1.153km 2 . A railway line passes across the lake, which has three sluices. It is surrounded by agricultural and residential areas on eastern, southern and western sides and by a national highway and residential area on the northern side. This lake is developed and maintained by the Coimbatore city corporation for boating to provide entertainment to people.
Methodology: This report is based on the field observation carried out during June 2004 to September 2006. A weekly survey was done by systematically walking on fixed routes through the study area. The birds were mostly observed during the most active period of the day, i.e., from 0600 to 1000hr and from 1600 to 1800hr. However, observations were also made during other timings according to convenience. Observations were carried with the aid of 8x40 and 10x50 binoculars. Field characteristics and the number of birds were counted and noted on data sheets. The identification of birds was done using field guides (Ali, 2002; Ratnam, 2002; Ali & Ripley, 1996) . The checklist was prepared using standardized common and scientific names of The Birds of The Indian Subcontinent by Manakadan & Pittie (2001) and vernacular name by Ratnam (1998) . The status of birds are categorized as resident (R), migratory (M) and as resident migrant (RM) after Ali (2002) .
Results and Discussion: A list of birds recorded from Singanallur Lake and their common, scientific and vernacular names (Tamil), status, feeding habit and the occurrence is reported in (IUCN, 2007) , resident bird with local movements were observed on the same day. These two bird species were observed to be regular visitors to Coimbatore wetlands during July to January. Data on the regular presence of these birds in the study area during the season explains this area is the preferred foraging site for these birds in Coimbatore city. A total of 5777 Spot-billed Pelicans and 3146 Painted Storks were encountered during the study period.
Oriental White Ibis (Threskiornis melanocephalus) is another Near Threatened bird (IUCN, 2007) that was frequently recorded from this wetland. Population of White Ibis was recorded scattered in Coimbatore lakes between June and October. In Singanallur, 43 birds were encountered with a minimum of one and a maximum of four individuals. Western Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus), which was considered a migratory winter visitor (Ali, 2002) was observed throughout the year in this lake. This over-wintering habit of the wetland predator needs serious further study.
Little Crake (Porzana parva), a rare, migratory bird was not observed from this region earlier. Here, the record of this species is not based on a direct sighting during their activities, instead a dead bird (relatively unputrefied condition) was sighted on the bank of the lake near the railway track. The body was identified at the Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History, Coimbatore. However, since that incident this bird was not observed around the lake. This may be an extra-limital occurrence. Another interesting rare bird sighting was of a male Pallied Harrier (Circus macrourus) on 2.ii.2006 by a group of birdwatchers on the occasion of World Wetland Day.
Another rare bird observed was Gadwall (Anas strepera). Populations of this bird were observed scattered in different lakes in Coimbatore with only a few individuals during winter. Though this bird was sighted in very few numbers (2-3 individuals) in Singanallur lake, 12 individuals were observed in the Vedapatti lake, a relatively unpolluted lake in the outskirts of the city. were recorded only once throughout the study period; 67 species of birds were observed to occur throughout the year with little variations and 43 species showed seasonal migration. Among the bird species recorded from Singanallur lake, the Darter (Anhinga melanogaster), Painted Stork (Mycteria leucocephala), Oriental White Ibis (Threskiornis melanocephalus), Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus), Black-bellied Tern (Sterna acuticauda) and the Spot-billed Pelican (Pelecanus philippensis) are Near Threatened (IUCN, 2007) .
Waterbirds, being generally at or near the top of most wetland food chains are highly susceptible to habitat disturbances and are therefore good indicators of the general condition of wetland habitats (Kushlan, 1992) . Hence these small urban wetlands should be prioritized and its conservation values should be highlighted.
Clearing of vegetation at the bunds for commercial purposes, fire and release of sewage waste are serious threats to the habitat together with cattle grazing, feral dogs, wood cutting, weeds and fishing are some major threats to the bird diversity of the lake. Hence, full protection to the existing habitats should be given with special attention during the migratory period. This paper clearly represents that the lakes and ponds too support a great diversity of birds in an urban area as in parks or campuses reported by Patwardhan et al. (2000) and Ramakantha (2004) .
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